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After completing the interactive webinar, attendees will be able to:

Explain the role of the Pediatric Pandemic Network (PPN) and Resource 
Central in improving access to evidence-informed disaster preparedness and 
everyday readiness resources for healthcare professionals, families, and 
schools.

Demonstrate effective strategies for locating, filtering, and organizing 
audience-specific preparedness resources within Resource Central to support 
health education and community outreach.

Apply curated collections, resource guides, and AI-assisted tools to identify 
and disseminate trusted disaster preparedness information that supports 
informed decision-making and health literacy in clinical and community 
settings.

Learning Objectives



PPN Overarching Goals

▪ Expand children’s hospitals partnership 

with local, state, regional, and national 

emergency preparedness systems

▪ Collaborate with community and other 

pediatric partners

▪ Improve the pediatric emergency readiness 

of health care systems, including hospital 

and prehospital systems

▪ Increase the capability of telehealth system 

utilization in disasters

▪ Accelerate the development and 

dissemination of research-informed 

pediatric care

▪ Coordinate research-informed responses 

to disasters and health threats impacting 

children



Organizational Chart



If someone asked you for resources to help prepare for a 

disaster at school, where would you begin your search?

Poll



The Perils of Potential Misinformation



From Page 16 of the July 2021 PPN Grant Narrative



The Problem with Generative AI searches on Google

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20260218-i-hacked-chatgpt-and-
googles-ai-and-it-only-took-20-minutes

Google 
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One-Stop 
Trusted Source
for High-Quality 

Resources



• Google optimizes for

oPopularity

oSEO

oAdvertising

oEngagement

• AI optimizes for:

oProbability

oPattern prediction

oSpeed

• Resource Central optimizes 
for

oAccuracy

oAttribution

oPeer review

oHRSA-aligned mission

oPediatric specificity

Google, AI, and Resource Central



• Is not...

oA file repository

oA competing platform

oA replacement for partner 
sites

oA communications channel

• Is...

oA discovery layer

oA trust layer

oA coordination engine

oAn infrastructure aimed 
at accelerating research to 
evidence-based practice

The Resource Central Database



Core Activities (or Superpowers)

Provide training, support, 

and tools

1

Sharing best practices

2

Encouraging collaboration 

instead of competition

3

Using a systems-based 

approach to align priorities and 

strategies

4



• 4,000+ Resources 

• 13 Formats Including...
oDemonstrations (93)

oExercise (43)

oJob Aids (672)

oLectures (474)

oModules (83)

oSimulations (32) 

oToolkits (158)

o ...and more.

Providing Training, Support, and Tools

https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org/library/?q=&filters=resources_formats%3ADemonstration
https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org/library/?q=&filters=resources_formats%3ADemonstration
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https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org/library/?filters=resources_formats%3AExercise
https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org/library/?filters=resources_formats%3AJob+Aid
https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org/library/?filters=resources_formats%3AJob+Aid
https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org/library/?filters=resources_formats%3ALecture
https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org/library/?filters=resources_formats%3ALecture
https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org/library/?q=&filters=resources_formats%3AModule
https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org/library/?q=&filters=resources_formats%3AModule
https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org/library/?q=&filters=resources_formats%3ASimulation
https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org/library/?q=&filters=resources_formats%3ASimulation
https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org/library/?q=&filters=resources_formats%3AToolkit
https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org/library/?q=&filters=resources_formats%3AToolkit


Resource Guides (40+) Resource Collections (30+)

Sharing Best Practices (Strategic Deployment)



Encouraging Collaboration, Instead of Competition

Creators tagged

Related content from 

other creators listed; 

drawing connections 

and breaking down 

silos

Access resources call 

to action button linked 

to creator website; No 

resource hosted on 

RC



Using a Systems-Based Approach to Align Priorities and 
Strategies: Creation > Review > Dissemination

About Our Team

• SME review of content and sent to HRSA

• Record reviewed by HRSA

• Record published

• Record available to search index and Generative AI assistant

• Record added to Resource Collections and Guides as needed

• Resource submitted

• RC extracts data from the resource

• AI generated description and MeSH Keywords

• Librarian review of AI output, label PPN relevant tags/metadata & sent to SME

https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org/about


Step 1: Click the login button.

https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org



https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org

Step 2: Click sign up 

now

Step 3: Follow 

the steps to 

verify your email 

and create a 

PPN Account 



https://resources.pedspandemicnetwork.org

Step 4: Verify you have 

signed in. Login button 

changes to Profile Button



Keyword Search 4,000+ Resources

1) Searches record title, description, medical subject heading terms and other tags for 

results.

2) Searches can be constrained for relevancy with parentheses e.g. "Disaster 

Management in Schools Toolkit"



Search Results



Bookmarked Resources and Saved Searches



Do you often get asked to summarize and synthesize 

information to help people make decisions?  

What are you expected to share in the summary?

Poll



Resource Guides & Collections



Resource Guides



Resource Guides



Resource Guides

• One page for easy 

posting in a clinic or 

library space.

• QR code to 

share resources quickly.

• Clear branding for 

trustworthy sharing.



Resource Collections



Collections



Collections



Ask aRCie – Rules Based Chatbot Research Assistant



How aRCie "Thinks" – Accuracy > Speed

• Constrained to ONLY the 

resources in the 

Resource Central 

database.

• Access speed depends 

on the accuracy of 

content 

extraction, record 

descriptions, and tags on 

each record.

• Completes two round 

trips between chatbot 

and LLM to check 

against rules to ensure 

accuracy.



"Disaster Management in Schools Toolkit" aRCie 
Search Result



"I am a School Nurse interested in Disaster Preparedness. Please create a 
table-top simulation for my district in Connecticut that I can bring to my 
administrator to pitch a professional development session based on these 
materials."

Follow-up Prompt



Further Personalized Result – A Custom Tabletop Exercise



Questions?



• Keep in Touch
• Review the FAQ 

• Contact us with success stories 

• Submit a Resource 

• Share Resource Calendar

Call to Action

• Spread the Word!



pedspandemicnetwork.org
Pediatric Pandemic Network

pedspandemicnetwork.org

@pedspandemicnetwork #PPNStayReady

111 Michigan Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20010
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Thank You
Questions?

Email: paul.stengel@pedspandemicnetwork.org
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